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W.), had a profuse assortment of medical apparatus,
besides a number of pharmaceutical preparations. Messrs.

Cooper and Co. (80, Gloucester-road, South Kensington)
included in their tastefully arranged exhibit their oxy-
carbonated mineral waters and a number of beef prepara-
tions distinguished by the term "globena." The exhibit
also included some special pharmaceutical preparations.
The Salt Union Limited, through their agents Weston
and Westall, Limited (41, Eastcheap, London, E C.), ex-

hibited samples of Droitwich brine crystals which are

specially well adapted for the preparation of brine baths. 
IThey also showed specimens of a new table salt known as I,

"star salt" which is so prepared that it does not absorb
moisture and form into lumps in the salt cellar. Messrs.
Arthur and Co. (69. Berners-street, London, W.) exhibited
a number of interesting pharmaceutical preparations amongst
which was " bromaurum," a compound of gold, arsenic, and
bromine that has been used with advantage in some cases of
nervous diseases.
Next week we propose to give a brief description of some

of the more important exhibits coming under the categories
respectively of-surgical and sanitary appliances, together with
a few miscellaneous exhibits of interest to the profession.

(To be concluded.)

THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF
ENGLAND.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL.
OF the three members of Council whose terms of office

have expired Mr. A. Willett and Sir Frederick Treves, Bart.,
K C V.O., C B., do not intend to offer themselves for re-

election, but Mr. H. T. Butlin will apply once more. The

only other candidates of whom we have heard are Mr.

Clinton T. Dent and Mr. A. A. Bowlby, C.M.G. The
nomination paper of any other candidate must be received at
the College not later than Monday, June 8th. The election
will be held on Thursday, July 2nd.

ANNUAL MEETING OF FELLOWS.
A meeting of the Fellows of the College will be held on

Thursday, July 2nd, at 5.30 P. M. Any motion to be brought
forward must be received by the secretary not later than
June llth. Unfortunately, no meeting of Fellows has been
held for several years as a quorum has not been present. We 

Ihope that some motions of importance may be brought
forward at the ensuing meeting so that a quorum may be i
obtained.

ASYLUM REPORTS.

‘rrey COlmty Asylum, Brookivood (Ann1lal Report for
90).&mdash;The average number of patients resident during the
year was 1036, comprising 418 males and 618 females. The
admissions during the year amounted to 336-viz., 157 males
and 179 females. Of these 298 were first admissions. Mr.
James E. Barton, the medical superintendent, states in his
report that the type of insanity, especially among the female
admissions, " showed no improvement as regards curability
from that observed of late years." Only 30 per cent. of the
admissions were deemed to possess a fair chance of recovery.
More than 25 per cent. were over 50 years of age and 64 of
the 336 admissions had suffered from previous attacks of

insanity. 37 were epileptic and 15 were the subjects of

general paralysis of the insane. Two female patients were
admitted whilst pregnant and were safely delivered during
the year, the children being subsequently removed by the
friends. Congenital mental defect or a hereditary pre-
disposition to insanity was found to exist in 32 per cent. of
the admissions. The number of patients discharged as

recovered during the year amounted to 91-viz, 47 males
and 41 females, or 8’8 per cent. of the average number
resident. The deaths during the year amounted to 93, or

- 8’ per cent. as calculated on the same basis. Of the
deaths five were due to pneumonia, six each were due
to renal disease and general paralysis of the insane, eight
to pulmonary tuberculosis, nine to cardiac disease, 10 to

epilepsy, 11 to senile decay, 14 to organic brain disease, and
the rest to other causes. "Of the 1070 patients remaining

in the asylum at the end of the year," adds Mr. Barton,
"hardly 5 per cent. were deemed curable. A great many
were old and feeble." 127 were epileptic, 22 were su1&Igrave;erers
from general paralysis, and 104 were idiot or imbecile.
Although influenza was prevalent and caused at times
considerable inconvenience when the nursing staff was

attacked the general health throughout the year was good
and the death-rate was selow the average. Owing to the
prevalence of small-pox and the occurrence of cases in

neighbouring towns the asylum was closed to visitors from
February to September and all the members of the staff who
required it were revaccinated. There were only two serious
casualties among the patients during the year, both being
cases of fracture of bones due to accidental falls. Many
alterations and additions were made to the buildings during
the year. The Commissioners in Lunacy state in their

report that the asylum continues to be maintained in
excellent order, that the wards were very clean and comfort-
able, that the furniture and bedding were in good condition,
that the patients were orderly and well behaved, and that
the medical case books were well kept. The committee of

management states in its report that the weekly charge of
maintenance of the patients was 12s. per head. A new

chapel for the patients was opened on Dec. 15th. A new
reservoir capable of storing 750,000 gallons of water was

nearly completed at the end of the year and has since been
filled. The sum of 2600 was authorised to be spent in
connexion with a central boiler house and the work was

practically completed by the close of the year and within
the expenditure authorised.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN 76 of the largest English towns 8662 births and 4307
deaths were registered during the week ending Saturday
last, May 30th. The annual rate of mortality in these towns,
which had been 15’9, 15 - 4, and 15’5 per 1000 in the three
preceding weeks, declined again last week to 14’9 9 per 1000.
In London the death-rate was 13’9 9 per 1000, while it

averaged 15’ 3 per 1000 in the 75 other large towns. The
lowest death-rates in these towns were 7’2 in Wallasey,
8 ’ 0 in Hornsey, 8’ 2 in Handsworth and in Kings Norton,
85 in Croydon, 9-1 in York, 9’ in Tynemouth, and 10’1 1
in West Hartlepool; the highest rates were 19-8 in Liverpool,
19-9 in Sunderland, 20 3 in Huddersfield, 20 4 in Merthyr
Tydfil, 21-0 in Rotherham, 22-1 in Rochdale, 23 0 in Man-
chester, 23 6 in Burnley, and 26’9 9 in Middlesbrough. The
4307 deaths in these towns last week included 434 which were
referred to the principal infectious diseases, against 457,
428, and 461 in the three preceding weeks ; of these 434
deaths 136 resulted from measles, 101 from whooping-cough,
65 from diarrhoea, 50 from diphtheria, 38 from scarlet fever,
25 from "fever" (principally enteric), and 19 from small-
pox. No death from any of these diseases was recorded
last week in Bournemouth, Northampton, Devonport, Kings
Norton, Smethwick, Derby, Bootle, York, West Hartlepool,
Tynemouth, or Newport (Mon.) ; while they caused the

highest death-rates in Leyton, Hanley, Wolverhampton,
West Bromwich, Coventry, Nottingham, Wigan, and

Middlesborough. The greatest proportional mortality from
measles occurred in Walthamstow, Wolverhampton, West
Bromwich, Coventry, Nottingham, Wigan, Middlesbrough,
and Swansea ; from diphtheria in Southampton and in

Hanley ; from whooping-cough in St. Helens, Oldham,
and Rochdale ; and from diarrhoea in Wolverhampton
and Warrington. The mortality from scarlet fever
and from "fever" showed no marked excess in any of
the large towns. Of the 19 fatal cases of small-pox
registered in these towns last week four belonged to

Liverpool, three to Leeds, two to Leicester, two to Man-
chester, two to Hull, and one each to London, Willesden,
Oldham, Burnley, Bradford, and Newcastle-on-Tyne. The
number of small-pox cases under treatment in the Metropolitan
Asylums hospitals, which had been 60, 60, and 64 on the three
preceding Saturdays, had declined again to 60 on Saturday
last, May 30th ; 10 new cases were admitted during the week,
against 17, seven, and 19 in the three preceding weeks.
The numbe’ of scarlet fever patients under treatment in
these hospitals and in the London Fever Hospital at
the end of the week was 1771, against 1730, 1756,and 1759 at the end of the three preceding Saturdays ; 225
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new cases were admitted during the week, against 229, 236,
and 234 in the three preceding weeks. The deaths
referred to diseases of the respiratory organs in London,
which had been 260, 225, and 182 in the three pre-
ceding weeks, rose again last week to 186, but
were 51 below the number in the corresponding period
of last year. The causes of 52, or 1’2 per cent., of
the deaths in the 76 large towns last week were not
certified either by a registered medical practitioner or by
a coroner. The causes of all the deaths were duly certified
in Bristol, Salford, Bradford, Hull, and Newcastle-on-Tyne,
while the largest proportions of uncertified deaths were

registered in Birmingham, Smethwick, Leicester, Liverpool,
and Warrington. - I

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

The annual rate of mortality in eight of the principal
Scotch towns, which had been 17’9, 18 0, and 17-2 per 1000
in the three preceding weeks, ro:e again to 18&deg;4 per 1000
during the week ending May 30th, and was 3’5 per 1000
in excess of the mean rate during the same period in the 76
large English towns. The rates in the eight Scotch towns
ranged from 10’8 8 in Perth and 16’8 8 in Aberdeen to 19.7 in
Edinburgh and 22-0 in Dundee. The 601 deaths in these
towns included 28 which were referred to whooping-cough,
18 to diarrhoea, seven to measles, six to scarlet fever, six to
enteric fever, and five to diphtheria, but not one to small-
pox. In all, 70 deaths resulted from these principal infec-
tious diseases last week, against 57, 68, and 51 in the three
preceding weeks. These 70 deaths were equal to an annual
rate of 2’ 1 per 1000, which was 0&deg; 6 per 1000 above the mean
rate last week from the same diseases in the 76 large English
towns. The fatal cases of whooping-cough, which had
been 26, 25, and 22 in the three preceding weeks, rose

again last week to 28, of which 16 were registered in

Glasgow, six in Edinburgh, three in Greenock, and two
in Leith. The deaths from diarrhoea, which had been
11, 12, and 16 in the three preceding weeks, further
rose to 18 last week, and included nine in Glasgow, four in
Dundee, two in Aberdeen, and two in Paisley. The fatal
cases of measles, which had been eight, 16, and six in
the three preceding weeks, rose again last week to

seven, of which six occurred in Glasgow. The deaths
from scarlet fever, which had been four, four, and one in
the three preceding weeks, increased to six last week, and
included three in Edinburgh and two in Glasgow. The
fatal cases of "fever," which had been three, five, and three
in the three preceding weeks, rose again last week to six, of
which two were registered in Glasgow and two in Paisley.
The deaths from diphtheria, which had been five, six, and
three in the three preceding weeks, rose again to five last
week, and included three in Glasgow and two in Edinburgh.
The deaths referred to diseases of the respiratory organs in
these towns, which had been 104, 101, and 102 in the three
preceding weeks, further rose last week to 114, but were
slightly below the number in the corresponding period of
last year. The causes of 22, or nearly 4 per cent., of the
deaths in these eight towns last week were not certified.

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The death-rate in Dublin, which had been 25 3, 22’ 3, and
22-4 per 1000 in the three preceding weeks, declined again to
22’2 per 1000 during the week ending May 30th. During
the past four weeks the death-rate has averaged 23’1 per
1000, the rates during the same period being 14’ 7 in London
and 17’ 5 in Edinburgh. The 161 deaths of persons belong-
ing to Dublin registered during the week under notice showed
a decline of two from the number in the preceding week and
included seven which were referred to the principal infectious
diseases, against 15, 15, and 11 in the three preceding weeks ;
of these three resulted from diarrhoea, two from whooping-
cough, one from scarlet fever, and one from "fever," but
not one from small-pox, from measles, or from diphtheria.
These 7 deaths were equal to an annual rate of 1 - 0 per
1000, the death-rates last week from the same diseases

being 1&deg;4 in London and 2&deg;1 in Edinburgh, The deaths
from diarrhoea, which had been one and two in the two pre-
ceding weeks, further rose last week to three. The fatal
cases of whooping-cough, which had been four, three, and
one in the three preceding weeks, rose again to two last
week. The 161 deaths in Dublin last week included 28 of
children under one year of age and 37 of persons aged 60
years and upwards ; the deaths of infants slightly exceeded

I the number in the preceding week, while those of elderly
persons showed a decline. 10 inquest cases and eight deaths
from violence were registered, and 64, or almost 40 per
cent., of the deaths occurred in public institutions. The
causes of six, or nearly 4 per cent., of the deaths registered
in Dublin last week were not certified.

THE SERVICES.

ROYAL NAVY MEDICAL SERVICE.
THE following appointments are notified :-Staff Surgeons :

E. A. Penfold to the Britannia for the Aurora, and H.
Meikle to the Leviathan. Surgeons : L. Lindop to the
Leviathan ; A. McCloy to the Hawke; ; J. O’Hea to the
Ariadne for the Columbine; M. J. Laffan to the ]JIinerva; ;
and E. R. L. Thomas to the Vivid for disposal.

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
The King has approved of the following promotion

Bombay Establishment: Lieutenant-Colonel to be Colonel
John Philip Greany. Dated Jan. llth, 1903. The King has
also approved of the retirement from the service of the
undermentioned officers :-Lieutenant-Colonel William Owen
(dated March 24th, 1903) and Lieutenant-Colonel John
Wilkins Clarkson (dated March 31st, 1903).
PAY OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS IV INDIA.
In reply to Dr. Thompson, Lord George Hamilton in the

House of Commons on May 28th, stated that the Royal
Warrant of March 24th, 1902, amended certain articles of
the pay warrant and was therefore subject to the last clause
in the preamble of the pay warrant which declares that it is
not in force in the Indian Empire. The question of the pay
of the Royal Army Medical Corps in India had, however,
been under consideration and revised rates, giving a sub-
stantial increase to the ranks of lieutenant, captain, and
lieutenant-colonel, had been sanctioned with effect from
Nov. 24th, 1902.

THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.

We understand that the journal of the Royal Army
Medical Corps, which has been incubating for some time,
is about to make its appearance. Some difficulty has been
experienced in obtaining an editor, but Major R. H. Firth,
R.A.M.C., has now volunteered to undertake the post and the
first monthly number will in all probability be published on
July 1st. It will deal not only with purely professional
matters but with all questions concerning the medical services
of the army and the auxiliary forces. We wish the new
venture every success.

On May 29th, at Buckingham Palace, when Her Majesty
presented badges to the nurses of Queen Alexandra’s Royal
Nursing Service, Inspector-General Sir Henry F. Norbury,
K. C. B., Director-General of the Naval Medical Depart-
ment, and Staff Surgeon W. J. Colborne, assistant to the

director-general, had the honour of being presented to
Her Majesty.

Correspondence.

HOSPITAL SUNDAY.

" Audi alteram partem."

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-The King and Queen have graciously intimated
their intention of attending the afternoon service at St. Paul’s
Cathedral next Sunday, June 7th, when the Hospital Sunday
collections will be taken-as their Majesties are unable to be
present on June 14th, the day fixed for Hospital Sunday.

Last year Hospital Sunday produced the record amount of
.B62,669, and, as the collections in places of worship were
increased by &pound; 10,000, it seems certainly not hopeless to

expect to raise the desired sum of 100,000 on this

especially memorable occasion.
Mr. George Herring has again most generously offered to

give one-fourth to the amount collected in places of worship
(up to a gift of 25,000).
The hospitals are just now in great need of help. The

money collected is distributed by the Fund within a few


